University of Alaska Southeast

Graduate Committee
January 23, 2009:  11:00 am
Chancellor’s Conference Room
Meeting Minutes DRAFT

Present:  Katy Spangler (audio), Janice Hollender, Virgil Fredenberg, Rick Wolk, Kathy DiLorenzo, Barbara Hegel, Cynthia Rogers, Larry Harris, James Everett.
1. Approval of minutes from December 2008 meeting.

Approved with corrections.
2. Discussion of language concerning student ratings and Graduate Competencies
Following up on the discussion the committee had about developing language for the student ratings that reflect the new graduate competencies, members discussed possible organization to be used.  Members were to look at the undergraduate language to use as a template and adapt it for the graduate competencies and suggest language at the next meeting.

3. Designation of Graduate Competencies in the 2009-2010 UAS Catalog
The group determined that the best placement would be after the GERs on page 118.
4. MBA/MPA Items:

a. Language in catalog for MPA/MBA Dual Degree
The group discussed inserting language into the catalog that delineates specific degree requirements for the dual MBA/MPA degree, including required courses, total number of credits, and admission and pre-requisite requirements.  It was suggested to place the language at the end of each degree section and possibly additional verbiage at the end of the dual degree section on page 120.
b. Approval of Graduate Certificate for MPA

The committee tabled discussion of this item for a future meeting TBD.

c. MBA Global Leadership Emphasis

Rick discussed this new emphasis area and the committee reviewed the curriculum proposal which includes two new classes; BA 653 and BA 654.  The third class in the emphasis is BA 652, and existing course.  Rick noted that students would only have to take one extra elective to get this concentration in global leadership.  Barbara suggested that the concentration should be listed as those for the MPA.  Rick indicated that the department is discussing the possibility of offering a concentration in Entrepreneurship in the future.

5. Discussion of “Admissions” section on page 117 of the Graduate Studies section of the UAS Catalog

The committee discussed the difficulty that some students have with completing the admissions requirements within the one semester limitation.  Katy noted that MAT students have to take the Praxis test, which sometimes requires students to travel out of town.  This is one example of how graduate admission requirements differ from undergraduate requirements.  Kathy added that oftentimes getting transcripts and reference letters in before the deadline can be out of the student’s control.  

Barbara brought up several issues to consider, including:  1) It may be difficult to close things out without a deadline (bookkeeping issue), 2) What semester would you count the student in (financial aid issue), 3) UAS cannot do “retro” admissions.  The group concluded that it would be reasonable to automatically move graduate student admission to the next semester if they have not completed all of their requirements, but that the student would need to reapply after two semesters.  

Rick requested that the program directors be sent a list of students each semester with pending applications (those with incomplete items on their checklist) for follow up.  Barbara also mentioned that the application fee could be waived for students past the two semester limit through a memo from the dean.  

James requested that the suggested policy change be submitted from the committee to him for routing through the Provost Council and advice from the Faculty Senate.  The Provost wishes to have the deans weigh in on these kinds of policy issues effecting academic affairs.  He further expressed concerns about the scheduling of the graduate committee meetings and wanted to ensure that he could attend as graduate studies dean.  
6. Discussion of “Enrollment During Semester of Graduation” section on page 119 of the Graduate Studies section of the UAS Catalog

Barbara discussed the reasoning behind this policy.  She indicated the requirement that students enroll in an EXTB course is to verify they are still in a program, keep track of the student’s progress and general housekeeping.  Katy noted that this forces students to get finished.  Barbara said that special circumstances should be addressed through the petition process.  Katy agreed to contact other SOE faculty and gauge their agreement with her position to keep the current policy.
7. Set date and time for next meeting

Jim requested regular meeting days and times be set.  Kathy will send out another doodle.
8. Set future agenda items

Virgil requested that graduate versus undergraduate workloads be discussed.  Further discussion of number 6 above will be added.  Assessment and accreditation was also added.
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