Associate of Business (two year degree) – rationale

The AB is intended to balance between two somewhat conflicting objectives:

1. sufficient focus on business that employers will find it useful to hire AB graduates for lower level positions requiring some basic business knowledge.  This is currently  the primary objective of the AAS BA degree.

2. cover most of the general education requirements (GERs) for the many business students who eventually want their two year degree to track into a four year degree without loss of time.  This is currently the primary objective of the AA degree.

Thus, the AB degree will be a two year degree which covers almost all GERs required in a four-year baccalaureate at UAS, as well as providing the lower division business foundation specifically needed for the BBA.  There will be four additional 200 level business courses beyond the BBA lower division core to give a stronger business focus for those students who want only the AB.  Students who know that they want eventually to go on to the BBA will have the option of choosing a 300 level BBA core course for each of the four rather than the 200 level courses.  Even if they do not anticipate a BBA, take the 200 level courses, but change their minds later and pursue the BBA, the 200 level courses still can be used as free electives, so little time would be lost, as nearly all lower division BBA and GER requirements would have been taken.

The AB consists of 61-63 credits, covering 31-33 credits of GERs (depending on the specific choices).  Upon completion of the AB, only one additional GER requirement will remain to be taken for the BBA.

The AB consists of 30 credits of BA & accounting courses.  Upon completion of the AB, only 3 credits of BBA lower division requirements will remain to be taken (Stat273/BA374 – but this may also require Math107 if Math105 was used for the AB).

Note that the AB structure differs only slightly from the current AAS IF the student has received VERY careful advising for tracking into the BBA.  Unfortunately, in practice, students have rarely received the careful advising needed to make the AAS track easily into a BBA – usually they lose the equivalent of about 1 year of work (i.e., a BBA takes 5 years of full-time equivalent study if they went for the AAS first).    
The AB will be primarily a residential program, targeted at residential students.  SOM does not intend to use the AB to compete with two-year degrees at branch campuses around the state, because cooperation with the branches is an essential element of SOM’s 2+2 strategy for tracking two-year graduates into SOM’s upper division BBA.  However, some BA courses in the AB are part of the BBA core, so they will be offered on the web, as the BBA is a web-based program.  In addition, BA courses specific to the AB may occasionally be offered on the web as a service to cooperating branches which do not have the course and need to fill in gaps in their own offerings.  

Associate of Business – courses
English 111 Methods of Written Communication


3

English 212 Technical Report Writing




3

Communications GER (from any of the allowable options)

3

Math 105 or Math 107






4

Econ201 Principles of Economics: Macro



3

Econ202 Principles of Economics: Micro




3

GER electives: any 4 of these 5 GERs

lab science from among the GER options


4



social science from among GER options



3

humanities (choose from Jour101, Phil201, Phil301)

3

non-lab science from among GER options


3

fine arts (choose from GER options)



3-4

total GER credits








31-33

BA151 Introduction to business





3

BA152 Business foundation simulation




3

CIOS 235 or CIOS240 Spreadsheet or Database


3

CIOS260 Business Communications




3

Acct201 Principles of Financial Accounting



3

Acct202 Principles of Managerial Accounting



3

business electives: any 4 of these 5


BA201 Intro to Management & Supervision or BA301

3

Acct222 or Acct316 or BA310 AIS / MIS



3

BA241 or BA330






3

BA260 or BA343






3

BA255 New Business Creation




3

total BA, accounting, & CIOS credits





30

total AB credits








61-63

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A minimum grade of “C” must be earned in BA, ACCT, & CIOS credits, which constitute the business core of the AB.  In addition, a minimum grade of “C” must be earned in math.  (These requirements are consistent with the BBA.)   
2 new courses:

BA241 Introduction to business law; it is currently offered at UAA 


BA260 Marketing Practices; it is currently offered at UAF

note:
ACCT121 and ACCT122 (6 credits) may substitute for ACCT201 (3 credits).  If this option is taken, total BA & accounting credits will add up to 33, and 64-66 total credits will be required for the AB program. 

 Associate of Business – recommended sequence
	lower division 1
	credits
	
	credits

	
	
	
	

	English 111
	3
	English 212
	3

	communications 
	3
	Math 105 or Math 107
	4

	BA151
	3
	BA152
	3

	lab science 
	4
	social science
	3

	humanities 
	3
	non-lab science 
	3

	fine arts 
	3 or 4
	any 4 of these 5 GERs
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	GER credits 25-27
	

	
	
	BA major credits completed 6
	

	
	
	total credits in module 
	31-33

	
	
	
	

	lower division 2
	credits
	
	credits

	
	
	
	

	Econ201
	3
	Econ202
	3

	CIOS235 or CIOS240
	3
	CIOS260 Business comm.
	3

	Acct201
	3
	Acct202
	3

	BA201 or BA301
	3
	Acct222 or Acct316 or BA310
	3

	BA241 or BA330
	3
	BA260 or BA343
	3

	BA255
	3
	any 4 of these 5 courses
	

	
	
	
	

	GER credits completed 31-33
	
	
	

	cum BA credits completed 30
	
	total credits in module
	30

	
	
	cumulative credits
	61-63


GERs still needed for BBA: 
one course (or 2 two credit fine arts courses) (3-4)

BBA lower division still needed for BBA:


Stat273 or BA374 (which requires Math 107 if not taken for AB here)

Students who know that they will want to pursue the BBA can chooses three 300 level courses for the business electives, so that they save time at the upper division level to compensate for the few lower division courses they still need to take.  Even if they don’t know and decide on the BBA later, 200 level business electives in the AB can be used as free electives in the BBA, so no time will be lost.

