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Posters 8 :35 -8 :55  

F i n e  Sc a l e  Po p u l a t i o n  
G r o w th ,  R e d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  
Eq u i l i b r i u m  i n  So u t h e a s t  

Al a s k a  S i t e s  

D r .  T i m  T i n k e r  

Dr. Tinker is a Research Wildlife Biolo-
gist with the Western Ecological Re-
search Center of the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, and an adjunct Professor in the De-
partment of Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology at the University of California 
Santa Cruz. Since 1993, he has been stud-
ying sea otter populations in California, 
Alaska, British Columbia, and the Russian 
Commander Islands.  Dr. Tinker is the 
project leader for Federal research on 
sea otters in California.  Dr. Tinker’s are-
as of interest include quantitative con-
servation ecology, behavioral ecology, 
and food web interactions.  Dr. Tinker 
earned a B.Sc. at the University of 
Guelph, a M.S. in Zoology from the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, and his Ph.D. from 
the University of California Santa Cruz.  

9 :00 -9 :30  

Q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  P a n e l  

f r o m  t h e  Al a s k a n  P u b l i c  

 
9 :30 -9 :55  

Pa n e l  D i s c u s s i o n  

What are the research priorities? 

 

C l o s i n g  R e m a r k s  

 

 

 

Thank  you  f o r  a t tend i ng !  



7 :00 -7 :20  

Se a  O t t e r s  i n  So u t h e a s t  Al a s k a ;  T h e i r  
C u r r e n t  Po p u l a t i o n  S t a t u s  &  C a u s e s  

o f  M o r t a l i t y   

Ms .  V e r e n a  G i l l  

Ms. Gill is a Wildlife Biologist with the US Fish & Wild-
life Service Marine Mammals Management in Anchor-
age.  Since 1992, she has worked on marine ecosys-
tems with a focus on sea otters, seabirds, and shore-
birds.  For the past decade, she has conducted patho-
logic and demographic studies of northern sea otters 
across Alaska and Russia. Ms. Gill is currently the lead 
quantitative biologist assessing sea otter population 
size and distribution in Southeast Alaska and is study-
ing food limitation in birds.  She received her B.A. from 
UAA and her M.S. in Biological Sciences from UAA.  
  
7 :20 -7 :40  

H i s t o r y  a n d  B i o l o g y  o f  Se a  O t t e r s  

Mr .  J a m e s  B o d k i n  

Mr. Bodkin is a retired research wildlife biologist from 

the US Geological Survey. He began his career with the 

National Marine Fisheries Service in 1977, and began 

his studies of sea otters when stationed at the Big Sur 

coast in California. Mr. Bodkin has served as a research 

scientist with the USGS Alaska Science Center since 

1990.  Until 2012, he directed the coastal marine eco-

system team at the Center with a research focus on 

understanding the status and trends of nearshore ma-

rine ecosystems and the role of sea otters in the ben-

thic invertebrate food web.  In 1992, he initiated a long 

term study to determine the effects of sea otter recolo-

nization in northern Southeast Alaska and Glacier 

Bay.  Mr. Bodkin retired in 2012 and is continuing his 

research on sea otters.  Mr. Bodkin obtained his B.S. 

from California State University and his M.S. from Cali-

fornia Polytechnical University. 

B R E AK  

Pl e a s e  v i e w  t h e  p o s t e r s  i n  t h e  b a c k  
o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  

W e l c o m e  &  I n t r o d u c t i o n s  

D r .  Ma r s h a  So u s a ,  D e a n ,  U A S  
Sc h o o l  o f  A r t s  a n d  Sc i e n c e s  

 

M o d e r a t o r :  Mi c h e l l e  R i d g w a y  

Ms. Ridgway is a Marine Ecologist and Re-
search Director of Alaska Deep Ocean Sci-
ence Institute. Ms. Ridgway has conducted 
kelp bed research in Alaska since 1988.  She 
is currently examining the role of kelp car-
bon in deep sea canyon foodwebs in the Ber-
ing Sea and is conducting research on the 
population ecology of the newly discovered 
Golden V Kelp in the Pribilofs. Ms. Ridgway 
has over 20 years of experience in fisheries 
management, and has served on the North 
Pacific Fisheries Management Council Advi-
sory Panel, the State of Alaska Steller Sea 
Lion Science Advisory Panel, and the Federal 
Marine Protected Areas Committee.  
 
6 :15 -6 :50   

K e yn o t e  Ad d r e s s :  E c o l o g i c a l  

I n f l u e n c e s  o f  S e a  O t t e r s  

D r .  J a m e s  Es t e s  

Dr. Estes is a Professor of  Ecology and Evo-
lutionary Biology at the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Cruz.  He is an international 
expert on sea otters and a specialist in the 
critical role of apex (top level) predators in 
the marine environment, which grew from 
decades of research on sea otters and 
coastal marine ecosystems. Dr. Estes 
worked as a research biologist for the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service and the US Geological 
Survey. After retiring from federal service in 
2007, he took a faculty position at UC Santa 
Cruz. He has published over 150 scientific 
articles and several books and monographs. 
He received his B.S. from the University of 
Minnesota, his M.S. in Zoology from Wash-
ington State University, and his Ph.D. in Biol-
ogy from the University of Arizona. 

7 :55 -8 :15  

R e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  S e a  O t t e r  
Po p u l a t i o n  a n d  C o n f l i c t s  w i t h  
Sh e l l f i s h  U s e r s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  

Al a s k a  

D r .  G i n n y  E c k e r t  

Dr.  Eckert is an Associate Professor of 
Fisheries at the School of Fisheries and 
Ocean Sciences at UAF.  Her and her gradu-
ate students' research provides infor-
mation to improve management of fished 
invertebrate species.  She is the Director of 
the Marine Ecosystem Sustainability in the 
Arctic and Subarctic program, which trains 
graduate students to work across discipli-
nary boundaries, to integrate natural and 
social sciences, and to work towards an 
ecosystem-based approach to managing 
living marine resources.  Dr. Eckert ob-
tained her B.A. from Dartmouth College, 
her M.S. in Zoology from the University of 
Florida, and her Ph.D. in Biology from the 
University of California Santa Barbara.  
 
8 :15 -8 :35  

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  I m p a c t s  o f  
Se a  O t t e r s  o n  I n v e r t e b r a t e s  

i n  G l a c i e r  B a y  

G e o r g e  E s s l i n g e r  

Mr. Esslinger is a zoologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey at the Alaska Science 
Center in Anchorage.  His recent research 
focuses on understanding the effects of sea 
otters on soft-sediment invertebrates in 
Glacier Bay. Mr. Esslinger has studied sea 
otters in Southeast Alaska since 1993.  He 
received a  B.S. from Humboldt State Uni-
versity and an M.S. in Biological Sciences 
from UAA.   


