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There are approximately 160,000 public drinking water systems in the United States. Each of these 
systems regularly supplies drinking water to at least 25 people or 15 service connections. Beyond 
their common purpose, the 160,000 systems vary widely. The following tables group water systems 
into categories that show their similarities and differences. For example, the first table shows that 
most people in the US (268 milion) get their water from a community water system. There are 
approximately 54,000 community water systems, but just seven percent of those systems (3,797) 
serve 81 percent of the people. The second table shows that more water systems have ground 
water than surface water as a source--but more people drink from a surface water system. Other 
tables break down these national numbers by state, territory, and EPA region.

This package also contains figures on the types and locations of underground injection control 
wells. EPA and states regulate the placement and operation of these wells to ensure that they do 
not threaten underground sources of drinking water.

The drinking water system statistics on the following pages are taken from the Safe Drinking Water 
Information System/Federal version (SDWIS/Fed). SDWIS/Fed is the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency's official record of public drinking water systems, their violations of state and 
EPA regulations, and enforcement actions taken by EPA or states as a result of those violations. 
EPA maintains the database using information collected and submitted by the states. The 
underground injection control program statistics are based on separate reporting from the states to 
EPA. For more information and additional drinking water data tables, please visit 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/data/getdata.html.

Acronyms & Abbeviations:
CWS: Community Water System
FY: (federal) Fiscal Year [October 1-September 30]
M/R: Monitoring/Reporting violation [water system's failure to monitor for, or report to the state, the 
level of a contaminant on the required schedule]
MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level [the legal limit on a contaminant in drinking water]
NTNCWS: Non-Transient Non-Community Water System
Other: Other violations of EPA rules (including failure to provide public notice of another violation, 
or failure to prepare and/or distribute a Consumer Confidence Report)
Pop. Served: Population served (by a water system)
PWS: Public Water System
PWSS: Public Water System Supervision program
SDWIS/FED: Safe Drinking Water System/Federal version
TNCWS: Transient Non-Community Water System
TT: Treatment Technique [a drinking water treatment required by EPA or state rules]



FY2002 Drinking Water Factoids

Public Water System Inventory data
Active, current systems, from Safe Drinking Water Information System/Federal version (SDWIS/FED) 02Q4 frozen inventory table

System size
by population served Very Small Small Medium Large Very Large Total

500 or less 501-3,300 3,301-10,000 10,001-100,000 >100,000
# systems 30,703            14,331            4,606              3,436              361                 53,437            
Pop. served 5,044,743       20,179,648     26,716,617     96,258,363     119,523,295    267,722,666    
% of systems 57% 27% 9% 6% 1% 100%
% of pop 2% 8% 10% 36% 45% 100%
# systems 15,887            2,690              93                   14                   3                     18,687            
Pop. served 2,217,679       2,643,065       467,436          324,563          380,046          6,032,789       
% of systems 85% 14% 0% 0% 0% 100%
% of pop 37% 44% 8% 5% 6% 100%
# systems 86,384            2,685              100                 17                   6                     89,192            
Pop. served 7,337,976       2,645,455       538,268          369,813          11,958,001     22,849,513     
% of systems 97% 3% 0% 0% 0% 100%
% of pop 32% 12% 2% 2% 52% 100%
Total # systems 132,974          19,706            4,799              3,467              370                 161,316          

Water source

 Type  Ground Water  Surface Water  Totals 
# systems 41,691            11,746            53,437            
Pop. served 84,025,121     183,697,545    267,722,666    
% of systems 78% 22% 100%
% of pop 31% 69% 100%
# systems 17,931            756                 18,687            
Pop. served 5,297,615       735,174          6,032,789       
% of systems 96% 4% 100%
% of pop 88% 12% 100%
# systems 87,130            2,062              89,192            
Pop. served 12,107,193     10,742,320     22,849,513     
% of systems 98% 2% 100%
% of pop 53% 47% 100%
Total # systems 146,752          14,564            161,316          

101,429,929    195,175,039    

Ground water systems = ground water (GW), purchased ground water (GWP)
Surface water systems = surface water (SW), purchased surface water (SWP), 

ground water under the direct influence of surface water (GU),
purchased ground water under the direct influence of surface water (GUP).

SDWIS/FED 02Q4 tables are "frozen" in early January 2003

TNCWS

CWS

NTNCWS

TNCWS

CWS

CWS = Community Water System: A public water system that supplies water to the same population year-round.

NTNCWS = Non-Transient Non-Community Water System:  A public water system that regularly supplies water to at least 25 of the 
same people at least six months per year, but not year-round. Some examples are schools, factories, office buildings, and hospitals 
which have their own water systems.
TNCWS = Transient Non-Community Water System:  A public water system that provides water in a place such as a gas station or 
campground where people do not remain for long periods of time.

NTNCWS
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