
	

	

March 23, 2020 
 
Dear Secondary Education Students, 
 
Greetings from sunny Juneau.  Thank you for your interest in the secondary education programs at UAS.  
Because of the COVID-19 situation, and many test centers closing for the next few weeks, we’ve 
extended the deadline to submit official Praxis test scores until Friday, May 18th.  We will extend again 
if necessary.   In the meantime, please submit all other application materials before April 15th.   At that 
time, we will admit qualified applicants provisionally, pending the receipt of the test scores.   We are 
also planning to host the summer session in Anchorage on the UAA campus (face to face).   If this 
changes, we will let you know as soon as possible. 
 
The summer session for the Secondary MAT program is planned for June 15th to July 24th, 2020 on the 
UAA campus in Anchorage.  Students in the Graduate Certificate Program should plan to be in 
Anchorage from Monday, July 6th through July 24th, unless other arrangements have been made. If your 
plans have changed and you will not be participating this year, please let us know.  Below is some 
general information regarding the summer program.   I’ve taught this summer session for several years 
and we always have a very lively and committed group of future teachers with us for the summer 
session.  I very much look forward to meeting everyone and starting this journey.  We will work very 
hard, but we’ll also have some fun and get to know each other along the way.    
 
Housing and Travel 
UAA has university housing options on campus.   When you plan your travel and housing, please plan to 
arrive before 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 14th and depart after 4:00 p.m. on Friday, July 24th.  Here is the 
link to UAA Summer Housing: https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/on-campus-living/explore/summer-
housing.cshtml   If you are a current UAA student, you can contact Camille Oliver at 
coliver4@alaska.edu for summer housing arrangements.  Classes will be in session on July 3rd.  Since 
this session is compressed and intensive, it’s important to attend classes for the full six weeks.  Please do 
not make plans to travel during the session. Classes will meet from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day, 
unless the instructor alters the schedule.     
 
Technology 
Students are required to bring a laptop to the summer session.  Since the majority of students work in 
classrooms that are equipped with Apple products, we are asking that students bring a MacBook or 
AirBook to the summer session. Throughout the program, you will be asked to use a wide variety of 
technologies, both for your courses and in the classroom.  These include Google Classroom, 
BlackBoard, ZOOM (web conferencing) and other media development programs. We’ve found that 
students who bring Apple products have a much easier time adapting to multiple platforms.  Therefore, 
we’re asking that you bring a current Mac laptop that runs MacOS 10.13 High Sierra or later 
(preferred).  iPads and other tablets can be useful, but the laptop is required.  There are educator/student 
discounts as well as lease options available.  Once you are enrolled in classes, you can download 
software including Microsoft Office at this website: https://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/software-
downloads/licensed-software/   
 



	

	

 
Books 
It seems like every semester there is a student who tries to get by without purchasing the required texts. I 
understand that this program results in a financial hardship for all students.  However, trying to borrow 
books or check them out from the library can result in frustration and undue stress.   The texts listed 
below are required.   Used copies or E-books of current editions are fine.  Please plan to bring hard 
copies, or e-books if they are available, to campus with you this summer.   These books will not be 
available for purchase on campus.   There could be errors in the books listed with the courses through 
UA Online.  The books listed on this letter are correct.    
  
Courses 
Please note that all students in the Secondary MAT Program are required to complete the four courses 
below on campus.  Unless you have made prior arrangements with me, there will be no substitutions, 
transfers or online options for these courses.    If you have trouble registering, you can call the UAS 
Registrar’s Office at: 907-796-6100 or Michelle Nakamura at 907-796-6417.  You must be admitted to 
the program before you can register.  
 

First three-week session: June 15 to July 3 (On the UAA Campus in Anchorage)	
ED 631 Ed. 
Psychology 
9:00 to 12:00 
UAA SSB 253 

51426 
 

JO1 Scott 
Christian 

1. Growth Mindset: The New Psychology of 
Success, Dweck, C. ISBN 978-0-345-47232-
8 

ED 669 Literacy 
in Mid. and Sec. 
Schools 
1:00 to 4:00 
UAA SSB 253 

51431 JO1 Adam 
Mackie 

Reading for Understanding: How Reading 
Apprenticeship Improves Disciplinary 
Learning in Secondary and College 
Classrooms, 2nd Edition, Schoenbach, 
Greenleaf, Murphy, ISBN: 978-0-470-
60831-9 

Second three-week session: July 6th to July 24th	
ALST 600 
Alaska’s People, 
Places and 
Perspectives 
9:00 to 12:00 
UAA SSB 

51373 JO1 Alice 
Rearden 

1. Fifty Miles from Tomorrow: A Memoir 
of Alaska and the Real People, Hensley, 
William, ISBN 978-0312429362 
2. Alaska Native Cultures and Issues: 
Responses to Frequently Asked Questions, 
Roderick, L. ISBN 978-1602230910 

ED 680 
Multicultural 
Education 
1:00 to 4:00 
UAA SSB 253 

51432 JO1 Agatha 
John-
Shields 

1.Culturally Responsive Standards-Based 
Teaching: Classroom to Community and 
Back Second Edition, Saifer, S, et al.  ISBN: 
978-1412987028 
2.  Yuuyaraq: The Way of the Human 
Being, Napoleon, H. ISBN 978-1 877962-
21-9 

	
 



	

	

Reading before you arrive in Anchorage: 
 
ED 669 Literacy in Middle School and Secondary Schools.  Before arrival, scholars should take some 
time to:  Preview the Reading for Understanding Text.  Reading the first chapter of the book will provide 
a framework for the work we'll be engaging in this summer.  
 
ED 631 Advanced Education Psychology.  Please read Carol Dweck’s Growth Mindset: The New 
Psychology of Success.   Take notes about your experience as a student in terms of your understanding 
of a growth mindset, versus a fixed mindset.    
 
ED 680 Advanced Multicultural Education. We will be reading journal articles and excerpts from 
various texts over the summer. Please skim through Yuuyaraq: The Way of the Human Being prior to the 
first day of class and come prepared to discuss. 
 
ALST 600 Alaska’s People, Places and Perspectives:  Please read Fifty Miles from Tomorrow: A 
Memoir of Alaska and the Real People, Hensley, William before arriving in Anchorage.   
 
Placements for the Internship 
After you are admitted to the program, UAS will work directly with principals to arrange for your 
placements.  You can request to be placed in specific schools or classrooms, but we’re asking that you 
don’t attempt to make these arrangements on your own.   The internship requires a partnership with the 
schools/districts and it’s important that we establish those agreements.  Most students will be placed 
prior to the summer session. Remember that your Student Teaching Authorization with the Alaska 
Department of Education and Early Development must be complete before we can arrange your 
placement.    
 
We are very much looking forward to meeting everyone and launching this new community this 
summer.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.    
 

 
Scott Christian, PhD 
Associate Dean 
Alaska College of Education 
University of Alaska Southeast 
office: 907-796-6563 
cell: 503-539-0922	
	
	


