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Constitution of the United Students of UAS, Sitka Campus

Article I

Membership, Name and Purpose

Section 1.  All students enrolled in one more credits at UAS, Sitka who have make payment of all applicable tuition and fees, shall be members of the United Students of UAS, Sitka Campus.

Section 2.  The governing body of the United Students of UAS, Sitka Campus shall be called Student Government Association (hereafter referred to as SGA).

Section 3.  The purpose of SGA shall be three-fold:  (1) to represent the interests of all UAS- Sitka students in all areas of college operations, (2) to lobby for support of the UAS-Sitka campus, and (3) to promote individual growth, success and community-building among all UAS-Sitka students.
Section 4.  The power and duties of SGA shall consist of, but are not limited to:

· Sponsor assembly programs

· Originate and implement student activities

· Stimulate student interest in activities

· Charter organizations and, if necessary, revoke them

· Approve or sponsor concessions

· Create, supervise and coordinate SGA committees for a special service or activity

· Organize and promote general and special elections

· Provide information on social calendar events

· Have the power to recommend policy, set standards, and suggest rules necessary for the betterment of the University, it’s life or interests.

· Administer the SGA budget within the confines of state and federal law

· Supervise and have the final decision in all matters concerning the extra-curricular activities of SGA

· Pass on any necessary motions to carry out any of the foregoing responsibilities

· And all other powers and duties outlined in the UAS Academic Catalog

Article II

Duties of SGA Officers and Representatives

Section 1.  All officers and representatives should conduct themselves properly and in a manner that would not cause undue embarrassment or reflect poorly on the campus and on SGA.  Those members of SGA who do not act responsibly and in the best interests of the University and SGA may be removed from office under Article X, Section 2 for improper conduct.
Section 2.  The duties of the President shall be:

· To preside over all meetings of SGA

· To appoint committees and to select committee chairs as needed

· To call meetings of SGA

· To maintain communication with the student body on the state of the University

· To act as a spokesperson for the student body

· To preside over cases of repeal or impeachment concerning all members of SGA (but not their own)

· To be an active member or appoint an active member of the Student Coalition

Section 3.  The duties of the Vice-President shall be:

· To assume the duties of the president in his/her absence

· To be a spokesperson for any SGA organization

· To coordinate the activities of all standing committees

· To preside over cases of repeal or impeachment concerning the president of SGA

Section 4.  The duties of the Treasurer shall be:

· To manage the SGA budget

· To report on the financial condition of the United Students and make these records public upon request

· To complete all purchase orders for SGA and SAA

· To manage the financial aspects of all fundraisers for SGA and SAA

Section 5.  The duties of the Secretary shall be:
· To record and distribute the minutes of all meetings

· To carry on promptly and efficiently all correspondence of SGA and the United Students

· To take roll call at all meetings and keep an accurate attendance record

· To be responsible for posting the meeting notices of the United Students or SGA at least one week before the meeting, thus giving students time to read and review the agenda and minutes prior to the meeting

· To publish an SGA calendar of upcoming events and scheduled meetings

Section 6.  The duties of the Public Relations Representative shall be:

· To document the activities of the SGA and SAA by publishing photographs and articles both internally and externally

· To handle all media relations for SGA

· To attend Advisory Committee Meetings for the UAS-Sitka Campus

Section 7.  The duties of the other Representatives shall be:

· To vote on SGA actions

· To serve on committees or to assist with special projects

· To report on student needs or concerns to the SGA body

Article III

Committees

All committee chairs are required to give a report at each SGA meeting.

Section 1.  Standing Committees

SGA shall have the right to establish and/or abolish standing committees as needed.

Section 2.  Temporary Committees

SGA shall have the right to establish and/or abolish temporary committees as needed.

Article IV

Student Activities Association

Section 1.  Purpose

The Student Activities Association (hereafter referred to as SAA) shall originate and implement student activities and student clubs and organizations on the UAS-Sitka Campus.  SAA shall emphasize (but not be limited to) educational and community-building activities.  New student clubs and organizations must be approved through the SGA.  The SGA reserves the right to all powers and responsibilities of the SAA if an SAA is not formed in a given academic year.
Section 2.  Membership

SAA shall be composed of two board members.  Each board member shall be appointed by a simple SGA majority vote each semester.  Each board member must also be a member of the United Students.

Section 3.  Budget

SAA shall be presented an operating budget each semester by SGA.  All student clubs and organizations, once approved by SGA, shall submit a yearly budget request through the SAA.  Club and organization expenditures must have prior approval through the SGA treasurer who will oversee all financial aspects of SAA.

Section 4.  Oversight

SAA shall be fully supervised by SGA.  At any time, SGA may suspend or alter any SAA operation, and may remove an SAA board member from office.  SAA shall present regular progress reports during SGA meetings.

Article V

Meetings

Section 1.  All SGA and SAA meetings will be open to all students and to the public.

Section 2.  The President shall call and preside over SGA meetings.

Section 3.  Special meetings may be called by the president or by a petition of ten members of the United Students.  Issues must first be brought to an SGA officer’s attention before students may petition for a special meeting.

Section 4.  Emergency meetings may be called by the president or by a petition of five members of the United Students.  Issues must first be brought to an SGA officer’s attention before students may petition for an emergency meeting.

Section 5.  Each SGA officer or representative will be allowed a maximum of three absences during each semester, of which only two may be unexcused.

Section 6.  An excused absence is defined herein to mean that a member has notified the SGA at a prior meeting of his/her absence or has notified the president or secretary of his/her absence prior to the regular meeting. 

Section 7.  Those exceeding the allowable absences may be excused from their positions after a review by the SGA body.
Article VI

Quorum

Section 1.  A quorum at a regularly scheduled or emergency meeting shall consist of at least a simple majority of SGA officers and representatives.

Article VII

Notification of Meetings

Section 1.  Notice of meetings shall be posted at least seven days in advance of the meeting.

Section 2.  Emergency meeting notice must be posted no less than 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Section 3.  All meeting notices shall identify the meeting time and place, and if possible, shall include agendas.  Meeting notices must be posed in a central location accessible to all students.

Article VIII

SGA Voting

Section 1.  SGA officers and representatives shall each be given one vote.  Sitka-based SGA members must be physically present to vote.  SGA members living in surrounding communities may vote via audioconference.  A simple majority vote is required for any action.  No voter may delegate his/her vote to any other person.
Section 2.  Due to the size of the Sitka Campus, SGA contains a minimal and variable legislative branch.  Therefore, a simple majority of United Students members in attendance at any SGA meeting (excluding officers) may require that any SGA action or inaction be put to a vote before the student body.  In such a vote, a simple majority shall carry the decision.  

Article IX

Election Provisions

Section 1.  All SGA candidates must be members of the United Students.

Section 2.  The SGA officers and representative shall be elected in a general election during the late spring or early fall.

Section 3.  The SGA Advisor will oversee the election, voting method and will resolve any disputes arising from the election.

Section 4.  All nominees for election must submit the signatures of 5 United Students at least seven days before the election in order to have their name placed on the ballot.
Section 5.  The term of each SGA officer and representative shall be one academic year.

Section 6.  SGA officers and representatives shall serve from the completion of the election to the time of the completion of the next election for the same position.

Section 7.  No student may hold more than one SGA office.  No SGA officer may serve on SAA.

Section 8.  The faculty/administration shall appoint an advisor to SGA and that advisor shall not have voting privileges.  Other faculty or staff may serve in an advisory capacity at the request of SGA.

Section 9.  SGA shall be governed by the by-laws of the United Students of UAS, Sitka Campus.

Section 10.  Current SGA officers shall determine the number of elected representatives prior to any general election.  If there is not adequate interest in the positions, SGA may set that number at zero.  If a representative position becomes vacant between elections, and there are no suitable candidates for appointment, SGA may elect to eliminate that representative position.  In addition, by simple majority vote, the SGA can elect to appoint new representative positions at will.

Article X

Special Rules

Section 1.  If a vacancy should occur on SGA between elections, SGA shall appoint an officer or representative to serve until the next election, by simple majority vote.

Section 2.  Procedures for repeal or impeachment of SGA officers and representatives shall follow these guidelines:

· Any member incapable of, or negligent in, fulfilling his/her duties, or is guility of improper conduct or no longer meets eligibility requirements is subject to recall, at which time the person in question has the opportunity to explain themselves, resign, or as a last resort, be recalled.

· Any concern and all problems of neglect should be brought to the attention of the president.

· If the officer in question is the president, then the concern should be brought to the attention of the vice-president.

· If a recall is necessary, a special meeting of SGA shall be held within 14 days.  At this time, the member in question shall present his/her case to a specially convened student hearing panel.  This panel shall be composed of five members of the United Students appointed by the officers of SGA (not including the officer in question).  At this hearing, the officer in question shall present his/her case.

· Voting by the panel shall be done by secret ballot and a 3/5 vote shall be required to recall an officer.

Article XI

Parliamentary Authority

Section 1.  SGA meetings shall be conducted by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.

Article XII

Amending the United Students By-Laws and SGA Constitution

Section 1.  The United Students By-laws and SGA Constitution amendments must be put before a vote of the United Students.  In order for an amendment to pass, 2/3 of those members who vote must approve the amendment.  
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