Staff Council Notes for March 30, 2006
Present: Jeri Cary, Nicole Duclos, Julie Staveland, Jana Ring, Julia Guthrie, Linda, Jill Hanson, Wendy Karchut
Scribe: Julie Staveland


Note: since we didn’t attain a quorum, we proceeded with the meeting informally.
Adopt Agenda - We added to the agenda the Mourant/Novatney building remodel, Diversity Committee and the change to the spring break holiday.
Approve Meeting Notes – Notes from the February 16 meeting were approved, and Nicole will post to the website.
Staff Alliance Update – Jeri reported that the annual retreat is April 4-5 in Juneau.  Alliance reps from UAA and UAF will join us here for our monthly meeting as well as visits to legislators on behalf of the University.  Each year we arrive at the Capital wearing "Cookie Brigade" aprons and delivering fresh-baked goodies to the legislators & their staff.  It's our little way of making the staff of the University visible to our leaders. 

Elections – Staff Council elections typically take place in May.  We need nominees to put on the ballot.  Much discussion ensued on ways to encourage more staff involvement.  A catered lunch & visiting "delegation" from Staff Council at each campus was one suggestion.  Having additional informational topics on the agendas was another suggestion. 
Announcements – Staff Development day - Juneau campus, May 19. It is one day of training for staff, catered lunch, going to be held at the REC Center. The theme this year is Health & Wellness, and the committee is hard at work developing the schedule for the day. Topics/sessions to include yoga, aerobics, tai chi, PharmaCare, My UAPortal.  It is a mixture of training and social opportunities to meet other staff members on campus. 
- Sitka/Ketchikan – interest in doing their own staff development day? Need to have someone asking for it, who will do it, etc.
- More training opportunities are needed on all campuses for new and present employees, possibly something Statewide could do or have something online?
Other – Diversity Committee – affirmative action plan that focuses on recruiting minority groups for employment.
Spring Break Holiday – starting next year there will be one day that the campus will be closed during spring break, and one less paid holiday during the Christmas break 
Agenda items for April meeting – stemming from discussion that took place under Elections, suggested topics included reports on the Staff Alliance Retreat, the Juneau HR Diversity Committee, and the recent Identity Theft training session in Juneau.  Possible topics for information/discussion included the move to PharmaCare for UA pharmaceutical claims, and the staff Spring Break holiday date's potential move from December to March. 

Adjourn
