DRAFT Staff Council Notes

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Rita Fuller, Jeri Cary, Cynthia Rogers, Heather Swanson
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  Gwenna Richardson, Donna Griffin

OTHER STAFF PRESENT:  Nicole Duclos, Bobbi McCoy, Nicole Rogers, Jill Hanson
1)  Magellanassist.com Benefits

Rita provided information about signing in to the Magellan Employee Assistance Program at http://www.magellanassist.com.  Discussion of the employee assistance program brought forth some mixed reviews of the value of the benefit.  It’s possible that there are some geographic differences in how well the program meets employee needs.
2)  Budget Report

FY2006 budget was for the most part returned to the Chancellor’s office because plans for meeting as a group were not carried out.  Rita is working with the Chancellor’s Office to set up this year’s budget.  Discussion of uses of the budget included providing a fund for color copies and catering. 

3) Personal Health Assessments
This year’s Wellness Questionnaire is available and must be received by Summex by October 31.  Employees will receive a $100 health care benefit reimbursement if their survey is received on time.  

4) Date and times for Staff Council Meetings
The group agreed that the third Thursday of each month from 1-2 seems to be a workable time.  Since we had no representation from Ketchikan at the meeting, Rita will confirm with Gwenna Richardson that this time will work for her.
5) Other Comments & Suggestions

MyUA—Rita and Cynthia will be doing a presentation and are willing to videoconference it for other sites.  It was suggested that John French, the MyUA Coordinator, and Joe Sears from the Helpdesk on the Juneau campus be contacted to help advertise and coordinate.  Online course management systems—Rita expressed that some students seem confused and frustrated by the necessity of using different systems for their courses from different campuses; she would like to see a unified system across all campuses.  Rita also mentioned some thoughts about the new Global ID naming convention and that it might help with the unification.  Heather expressed some concern over how the Global ID’s were populated as they don’t allow for folks to have a name change i.e. marriage, divorce etc.
