Staff Council Minutes

Date:  October 16, 2008

Members Present:
Heather Swanson, Juneau; Nicole Duclos, Sitka; 
Bobbi McCoy, Juneau

Members of Public: 
(All from Juneau) Kristi Allen, Tish Satre, Terra Serpette, 
Mischelle Pennoyer, Kim Stewart Grienier, Cynthia Rogers, 
Karen Cummins, Katie Bausler, and Deana Hale.
There was no quorum. The meeting was just discussion points:
Tish Satre spoke about Food Services:

· Food is allowed in office areas, not in classrooms

· Pot lucks are not allowed in GVR, Lake Room, or classrooms

· Styrofoam containers are going to be replaced with a corn-based product within the next couple of weeks. Students were surveyed and are willing to pay more for the food if the product it is served in is biodegradable. 

· The option is still available for china, except at the salad bar, where the Dept. of Standards and Measures only allow one size of container.

· Food Services is now using eco-friendly dishwasher soap which is edible.
· It is up to faculty members to decide if their students may bring their own food to eat during class.
· Tish will check on the definition of catering both in the industry and according to the terms of the UA contract with NANA.

Recycling will continue to be done by Student Government. Facilities Services and Business Services will be funding it. Business Services will be buying containers to be placed strategically throughout the campus. The city will soon be providing recycling and a new large recycle container will be placed here at the University.
Chancellor’s Remarks: 
Chancellor Pugh spoke about University Budget issues. Interest on the university investment funds is decreasing. This problem is not just with the university but also the Permanent Fund, and has become a problem nationally.

Chancellor Pugh stated he’s been meeting with our local legislative delegation and candidates about University budget issues. It is hard at this time to get a sense of what direction they are going in. Chancellor Pugh asked everyone to continue to speak to our legislators and encourage them to adopt the proposed UA budget.
He asked Staff Council to come up with cost-cutting ideas for the UAS campuses. Currently UAS staff and faculty are traveling less and audio/video conferencing more. Lights have been changed in some of the buildings to save energy. Southeast has been continuing to cut costs in paper product usage. As a reminder, staff and faculty in every office area should continue to turn off lights, and electronic equipment nightly and when not in use. Juneau Unplugged campaign to cut energy cost should be continued at the University. Last summer the University saved approximately 20% in energy costs, which allowed funds to be used elsewhere.

Heather said she would ask Michael Ciri if IT could come up with an anonymous cost saving suggestion box electronically.

If something special happens with members of the staff or their families, please let Bobbi know so she can let the Chancellor know, as he would like to personally congratulate or speak with them.

Public comments:

Karen Cummins asked Staff Council to help her find a replacement to take over the Glory Hole Donation project. She has been handling all donated food, clothing, dishes, shoes etc. from the University community for the Glory Hole for 23 years now.  This job is very rewarding yet time consuming and a great University community effort. Karen said she will contact the current Director of the Glory Hole to find out what type donations they will accept this year.
Kristi Allen would like to have a mitten tree, to be set up in the Library (with permission from Carol Hedlin) to collect hats, mittens and scarves for the needy.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 pm.
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